MRI in OA: from cartilage to bone marrow lesion.
In contrast to radiography, magnetic resonance imaging permits visualization of all articular structures affected by osteoarthritis. Many studies have demonstrated its potential to elucidate the pathophysiological phenomena that lead to joint destruction, quantify cartilage damage, and establish risk factors for chondrolysis. Bone marrow lesion is a well-recognized process localized just beneath the subchondral bone that is responsible for clinical symptoms and structural changes not only to bone but also to cartilage.